Environmental problems

Many people believe that the way we live our lives today is having an extremely bad effect on the
environment. Here are some examples of environmental problems and the vocabulary we need to talk about
them.
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Acid rain is rain that is harmful to the environment because it contains acids
from factory smoke. Acid rain causes damage to frees, rivers and buildings.
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| HOLES IN THE OZONE LAYER || THE DESTRUCTION OF HABITATS |

ﬁle ozone layer is a layer ON

gases that protects us from
the ultraviolet light from the
sun, which can have a harmful
effect on animals, and causes
skin cancer in humans. The
ozone layer is being damaged
by chemicals and when the
holes appear in the ozone
layer, harmful light from the

sun reaches the Earth. /
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/All over the world, wildlife is being threatened \
because habitats and woodlands are being
destroyed. Rainforests are being cut down so
that people can use the land to grow crops.

Many species of animals have become extinct

\and many more are endangered. /

(SAVE OUR PLANET
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WASTE

Recycle it!

Every day we throw away millions of tonnes of rubbish. Half of this is paper that we can use again. A typical family in Europe and America throws
away more than one tonne of rubbish each year, but we can recycle most of this. If we recycle things, we can save money, energy and natural

resources. We can recycle paper, glass, plastic, cans, metals, ...
Reduce it!

A lot of rubbish that we throw away is not biodegradable. Plastic, metals and chemicals will not disappear for hundreds of years. We also produce a
lot of unnecessary things, such as packaging. All of this pollutes the air, the land and the water. Pollution will be a very big problem in the future. We
must avoid using non-biodegradable material. We must also reduce the amount of unnecessary things that we produce and use. In shops, for example,

we can say "No, thanks!" to plastic bags.
Save it!

Many natural resources are not renewable. Coal, gas, oil, metals and minerals, for example, will finish one day. Other resources take a long time to
grow, such as trees, or they are not always available, such as water. We have to reduce the amount of resources and energy that we use. We also
have to find alternative ways to make energy. We can use the sun, the wind, the sea and the heat of the Earth.

Renewable Energy
Wind Energy

Wind turbines are used to convert wind energy to
electricity. The wind blows the blades around and
this movement is converted into electricity. A group
of wind turbines is called a wind farm.

Solar energy comes from the sun. The sun can be
used to give us heat energy. Solar panels are used to
convert sunlight into electricity.

Geothermal Energy

It is always very warm underground, even if it is
very cold on the surface. We can collect heat from
underground and use it to heat our houses. The lava
from volanoes shows us how hot it is underground.
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Recycle as much as you /Walk or ride a bicycle to

can- this uses . school instead

much less of travelling

energy than in the car.

making new

materials.
- .

. k. 4 .
Never leave the fridge door Keep windows closed when

open. Decide the heating is on.
what you
want before

you open it.
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manure to make energy.

Biomass Energy

Biomass means ‘natural material’. Energy can be
obtained by burning natural waste materials such as
scrap pieces of wood or dead trees and unused parts
of crops. You can even burn the gas produced by cow

Hydro_.Energy

Hydro energy is energy that comes from moving water.

Saving Energy

/Alwags turn off lights,
televisions, computers
and games
consoles
when you
are finished.
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Read a book or play a board

Have short showers instead
of baths.

e

Encourage your friends and
families to help by sharing
these tips

with them!

Water that flows down fast - flowing rivers is used to
spin turbines that generate electricity. The movement of
big waves at sea can also be used to generate electricity.

.

game instead of watching
television.




